
Field 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Science and engineering, total… … … … … … … … … … .231,253 232,193 235,340 240,498 242,152 247,421 253,686 256,149 254,005 256,849 263,394 271,845 280,397 279,289 272,120 262,341 253,629 245,615
                     

     Physical sciences… … … … … … … …22,338 22,348 22,767 23,576 23,898 24,474 25,384 25,613 25,465 25,815 26,007 26,146 26,504 26,116 25,290 24,327 23,303 22,257
          Astronomy… … … … … … … … . 546 506 531 526 541 563 568 601 591 649 645 657 683 682 750 689 647 570
          Chemistry… … … … … … … … … …12,718 12,545 12,857 13,290 13,116 13,516 13,718 13,649 13,112 13,158 13,250 13,145 13,367 13,279 12,956 12,759 12,511 12,066
          Physics… … … … … … … … … .. 8,950 9,125 9,233 9,605 10,040 10,175 10,861 11,134 11,557 11,789 11,900 12,101 12,179 11,865 11,254 10,590 9,919 9,403
          Other physical sciences… … … … … .124 172 146 155 201 220 237 229 205 219 212 243 275 290 330 289 226 218

                     
     Earth, atmospheric, and 
          ocean sciences… … … … … … … .10,844 10,848 11,297 11,552 11,632 11,493 11,119 10,592 10,062 9,785 9,865 10,025 10,489 10,745 10,689 10,336 9,786 9,187
     Mathematics and statistics… … … … … … … ..11,247 11,400 12,079 12,158 12,275 12,209 12,470 12,912 13,301 13,262 13,575 13,654 13,806 13,362 13,044 12,248 11,794 10,875
     Computer science… … … … … … . 10,491 12,228 14,366 16,719 18,653 22,208 23,497 24,036 24,033 24,494 26,058 26,340 27,838 27,767 26,043 25,306 25,802 26,133
     Agricultural sciences… … … … … … … 9,594 9,533 9,498 9,290 9,088 8,570 8,505 8,166 8,038 8,045 7,981 7,939 8,059 7,826 7,911 7,935 7,502 7,277
     Biological sciences… … … … … … … … .29,295 27,992 26,797 26,293 26,246 26,208 26,293 26,314 26,304 26,618 26,947 27,643 28,702 29,399 29,988 29,890 29,360 28,513
     Psychology… … … … … … … … … … … .19,027 17,900 16,976 16,648 16,180 15,597 15,377 15,683 15,502 15,673 15,822 16,556 16,650 16,567 16,416 15,877 15,403 15,499

     Social sciences… … … … … … … … …50,444 48,135 46,648 42,950 41,765 41,751 41,532 41,843 41,595 42,714 44,186 45,681 47,547 48,341 47,765 47,237 45,708 43,581
          Economics… … … … … … … … … 11,944 11,862 11,971 11,603 11,278 11,134 10,842 10,683 10,650 10,591 10,626 10,876 11,260 11,023 10,661 10,352 9,704 8,918
          Political science and 
               public administration… … … … … … … .19,695 18,836 18,279 16,924 15,989 16,276 16,414 16,563 16,330 17,024 17,425 17,971 18,826 19,320 18,733 18,348 17,620 16,655
          Sociology… … … … … … … … … … ..4,634 4,332 3,939 3,850 3,648 3,583 3,454 3,616 3,690 3,828 4,005 4,191 4,306 4,280 4,154 4,168 4,022 3,969
          Anthropology… … … … … … … … … … .3,009 2,791 2,677 2,438 2,439 2,510 2,460 2,482 2,499 2,548 2,688 2,778 2,876 2,969 3,072 3,140 3,087 3,058
          Linguistics… … … … … … … … … … … ..1,325 1,349 1,180 1,217 1,259 1,198 1,252 1,305 1,296 1,334 1,398 1,512 1,281 1,301 1,213 1,194 1,133 1,034
          Other social sciences… … … … … … .9,837 8,965 8,602 6,918 7,152 7,050 7,110 7,194 7,130 7,389 8,044 8,353 8,998 9,448 9,932 10,035 10,142 9,947

     Engineering… … … … … … … … … … 67,973 71,809 74,912 81,312 82,415 84,911 89,509 90,990 89,705 90,443 92,953 97,861 100,802 99,166 94,974 89,185 84,971 82,293
          Aerospace engineering… … … … … …1,663 1,816 1,831 2,182 2,208 2,375 2,604 2,791 2,996 3,281 3,645 3,793 3,688 3,583 3,357 2,992 2,856 2,712
          Chemical engineering… … … … … …5,336 5,718 6,288 6,547 6,401 6,146 5,973 5,957 5,543 5,431 5,589 5,870 6,003 6,017 6,082 5,863 5,731 5,538
          Civil engineering… … … … … … .. 11,732 12,515 12,373 13,051 13,165 12,755 12,829 12,579 12,517 12,474 12,853 14,296 15,918 15,725 15,714 14,986 14,228 12,874
          Electrical engineering… … … … … ..18,149 18,837 20,376 23,227 24,175 25,768 27,061 28,301 28,757 29,742 30,007 31,311 32,167 30,992 28,946 26,652 25,607 26,158
          Mechanical engineering… … … … … … .9,354 9,987 10,748 12,106 12,899 13,146 14,554 15,070 14,749 14,867 15,437 16,219 16,939 16,703 15,938 14,686 13,873 13,265
          Materials engineering… … … … … ..2,607 2,735 2,704 2,999 3,189 3,340 3,533 3,637 3,581 3,784 4,048 4,173 4,443 4,336 4,122 3,861 3,653 3,555
          Industrial engineering… … … … … … .8,343 8,194 7,958 7,729 7,674 8,719 9,434 9,976 9,300 8,984 9,111 10,321 10,870 11,003 10,866 10,388 9,685 9,115
          Other engineering… … … … … … …10,789 12,007 12,634 13,471 12,704 12,662 13,521 12,679 12,262 11,880 12,263 11,878 10,774 10,807 9,949 9,757 9,338 29,189
SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering.
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Appendix table 3-3. Male science and engineering graduate students, by field: 1980–97
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